
OCTOBER 2009 MARIE CLAIRE <#R#> 

 WHEN PEOPLE SEE AN ATTRACTIVE 
woman on the arm of a loaded 
Bernie Ecclestone or Paul 

Daniels lookalike, they often assume that 
she’s putting up with poor sex to get the 
lifestyle. But a new study suggests that, 
when it comes to sexual satisfaction, the 
bulge in a man’s wallet can really count.

Evolutionary psychologists at Newcastle 
University quizzed 5,000 people and 
found that women whose partners had 
higher incomes reported more orgasms – 
even after taking other factors like age and 
relationship happiness into consideration. 

I’m no gold-digger, but an ex-boyfriend, 
a wealthy entrepreneur, did used to turn 
me on when he barked orders into his 
BlackBerry or sent his driver to pick me up 
for a date. It could be that I’m so control-
ling in my work, it was nice to feel looked 
after, and be submissive in the bedroom.  

There were downsides. He had too 
much ego and not enough emotional  
intelligence. But I haven’t wanted any of the 
‘best-friend’ types I’ve dated since to bend 
me over the sofa in quite the same way. 

The study’s researchers speculated that 
women highly susceptible to orgasm may 
choose wealthy partners. So I wasn’t the 
only one following a ‘power is the ultimate 
aphrodisiac’ principle. ‘Success can give a 
man more confidence in bed, but sometimes 
it’s the idea of being with a man who could 
have anyone that I find exciting,’ admits a 
friend who is dating a partner in a law firm.
She’s afraid of appearing shallow, but 
some biologists think her instinct makes 
evolutionary sense. Women, they say, 
have to invest so much time and energy 
into each baby that they want to make 
sure that they have the best possible DNA 

for their children. In our society, wealth  
is an obvious indicator of success.

Or perhaps the Donald Trump clones 
only appear to be sexual supermen because 
orgasm is a relaxation response in the  
female brain – it would make sense that sex 
would improve when we don’t have to stress 
about bills. ‘Women’s worries do interfere 
with their ability to orgasm,’ says Daniela 
Drake, co-author of Smart Girls Marry 
Money (£10.99, Running Press). ‘Couples 
fight more about finances than fidelity.’ 

Some women think this data should be 
treated with a cold shower of suspicion.  
After all, wealthy lovers can be as selfish 
and ruthless in bed as they are in the 
boardroom. ‘My boyfriend was more  
worried about building his business than 
giving me an orgasm,’ says one 35-year-old 
PR executive whose ex ran a hedge fund. 
‘The last straw was when he took business 
calls, Paris Hilton style, during sex.’ 

So is it possible that these women are 
deluding themselves or telling their sugar 
daddies what they want to hear? ‘To get the 
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Apparently, funding your handbag habit 
isn’t the only thing a rich man is good 
for. Catherine Townsend unveils the 
surprising benefits of a fat wallet

 Are Wealthy Men 
 Better In Bed?

1Get a taste of the high life with 
oysters and champagne.

2  Sort out your finances. Money is the 
most common cause of relationship 

conflict, but don’t let it ruin sex. Getting 
back in the black can lead to great foreplay. 

3Feel rich by having more sex. A US 
study has found that increasing 

intercourse from monthly to once a week 
brings the equivalent happiness as an 
additional £30,000 in income would. 

4Teach your man how to give you  
a G-spot massage. Read Female 

Ejaculation & The G-Spot by Deborah 
Sundahl (£14.99, Hunter House) for tips.

5Slip on a pair of socks. Research 
shows that 80 per cent of women 

who wear socks in bed are able to climax, 
versus 50 per cent with naked feet.*

6Whether you stay at The Ritz or in  
a Travelodge, don’t wait for a man 

to ‘give you’ orgasms. Buy a vibrator!

Six ways to enrich your love life

real answer, we would have to do a Masters 
and Johnson-type study with vaginal 
probes to see who is really telling the truth,’ 
says Drake. Louboutins on demand would 
be great, but I’m just looking for a nice guy 
with drive, ambition and a solid financial 
plan – the same goals I demand of myself.  

And ‘rich’ does not always translate as 
‘generous’ – either in or out of bed. The 
‘Paris Hilton’ hedgie was so cheap he  
re-gifted and the towels in his bathroom 
were all pinched from five-star hotels.  
So it’s not how big a man’s bank account is, 
it’s how he uses it that counts.   
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